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As long as 
I'm in the 
captain's 

chair, this is 
how we're 
running it! 

Besides, if 

we can 
handle the 
impossible, 


In fact, I'd ike everyone 
who is eligible for a 
command rating become 
proficient enough to 
even captain the ship. 


Awright. 
You heard her, 
now let's sweat. 
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Governor, we have a hostile ship approaching. 
I'drecommend positioning our defenses as soon as 
possible, before their recon probes can find them. 


| agree. We'l need a communications black-out. 
No broadcast-detectable emissions. 
And no acknowledgement of any hails from them. 


“Disloyal thoughts”, indeed. 
And they still consort with 
that criminal program. 


Sir, the creator program? 
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The ship is an EDF warship. 
I'l need course projections as soon as possible. 


Yeah, and damn those Homeworld idiots who got 
us into a war, then left us to fend for ourselves. 


Careful - disloyal thoughts and ail. 
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It is NOT, ‘the creator program”. 
It is an unsecured and disloyal 
system that cannot be tolerated. 
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Our engagement with the locals is proving to be “interesting”. 


Similarly, they have been careful to prevent 
any open broadcast of their public comm traffic, 
so we have nothing on morale or civil preparedness. 


| don’t think they will let us just walk in. 
On the other hand, with a big habitat station and 
a whole colonized planet, they may assume they 
are simply too big for a single ship to do anything. 


We stil don't have 
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military contraband, 
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GOOD RATE OF INTERCEPT SO FAR. 


HARD MANEUVERING FOR 
ANOTHER FEW SECONDS. 

Erg, | hate high gees. Ouphl It looks like 
we've almost made it. 
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AUTOMATIC PRESSURE SAFETY PROCEDURES 
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CONFIRMED LOSES ARE SIX CREW DEAD, |= nae 
INCLUDING CHIEF MEDICAL, ONE INJURED) 
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DAYS GO BY. 
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I'm glad you are recovering : 
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Janja says you'll be able to 
take on light duties in a little while. 
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Not enough to be 
able to do anything. 
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The station has shown a level 
of willful independence that 
needs to be dealt with. 


The station has been a fiscal 
lability for years. And now 


it has developed a political 
. contagion that needs 
= to be excised. 
This is the confirming > eo 
action command. 
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SD201-08-16 ILR Frigate Gaewahn. 


Gentlemen, please. It has become clear that for continued effective operation, we must be able to 
cope with any contingency. Though our able-bodied spacers have overlapping skills and can 
accommodate some level of casualties, | would encourage you officers to expand your crew’s 
expertise to include the kind of command normally reserved for yourselves. While this could 
compromise the rightful hierarchy, it is more important that the ship's efficency be maintained. 


Ahright guys. 
We've got an emergency engineering 
problem. The computer will coach 
you through it as well as it can. 
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Tada, you start on 
routing on deck 71 


Chaboo, I'm dead. 
You are now acting 
officer of engineers. 
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BEHIND PANEL 1138. 


Okay! 
Ah, give Tada the routing 
when he gets to his position. 
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to ullage thrust.These are heavy. 
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Ahhh, I’m suppose to get 
some additional medical training? 


This is all just training polymers. Looks real, eh? | 
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and I'll show you all the icky bits. hh 


Well, before you can really do anything you need to | 
know all the parts, so you get to help me build a body. 


The autodoc 
will finish up 
the outsides. 


MZ} Once the muscles are laid in, we'll get some 
simulated circulation running through t all too. | 


you've paid 
attention. 
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Recognize what is critical, mainly prevent bleed out, first, 
and only then worry about putting things back together. 
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Weel, at least we're clean.| . 


Used 


‘ [te bs 
t. 
ae 


z 


It's your turn to do the EVA. 
I'l monitor you from the 
central observation poirt. 
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The Kwana is a fleet support ship, and has the resources to fully 
equip us for weapons carriage and at least a partial fit of ordnance. 
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| qe \ | The new orders are, for the most part,simply reiterations 
,; e sil of our previous instructions -to interdict Confed-aligned 
Va A traffic and engage,or at least harass, EDF assets as possible. 
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They go further, insisting that S <aS 
Confed-aligned static assets, * | Neutralzed? Be =A 
stations and colonies are - on 
now to be “neutralized. |. Allthe new ACVs have particularly large yield 
| warheads fitted, and unmounted devices, to be used 


as demolition ordinance, will also be received. 
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That is our mission, 
as dictated by the new 
doctrine of “total war’. 
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| 4 And our “Friend” here is also now Officially |: 
an illegal program, due for elimination. 


But we can't get rid of it without 
gutting our computer's down to the 
most limited automatic features. 


AFRAID SO. 


AND I AM TOLD THAT THE RATE OF ADHERENCE 
TO THAT ORDER IS PROPORTINAL TO THE DISTANCE FROM 
HOMEWORLD AND THE PROXIMITY TO HOSTILE ACTION. 


| Yes, even a single system, especially 
if planetary colonies are involved, 
could more than consume all our 

ordnance, even at extreme yields. 
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Ah, sir? Could we reconfigure some 


of our ACVs into submunition carriers? 


And - it would go without saying that the 
heavy unitary warhead would have to be removed. 
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And they would have a chance 
to survive and be used again. 
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,| Yes. The kinetic rounds would have to be manufactured. 
Uranium castings - say, a few hundred kilos each. 
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And where would we get all that? 
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A mix of simple kinetic projectiles and 
reconfigured terminal defense rounds. 
It is all within our capacity, even the tooling. 
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See what you can do. 
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SD 201-09-18 Enchawah special mission, Itzak Arrat commanding. 
Dp 


ss Under regulation, a hostile prisoner 
18 : | requires appropriate security. 
Stand by for arming up. 
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And as the subject has demonstrated 
clearly hostile intent -. 


So 
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Hello, Security Speciaist Lees, 
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Do TLL 


The prisoner will proceed 
to the exercise facility. 


Good day, 
Security Specialist Lees. |i 
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See you tomorrow. 
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The ILR is not what I’m worried about. 
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And you wish to save the 
civilization of known space from itself. 
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But, could | recommend that you, 
as Captain, refocus on you more | Few 
immediate responsibilities. : 


Z 


-B/ 
Uhmm, yes, | guess. 


A most noble concern. 
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After public discussion and consultation 
with the other worlds of the Reach, I'm 
prepared to accept the bulk of what you offer. 


Captain, | am Gerta, 
Civil Administrator for Dashi 4. 


LN 
bos 


gms 


era 


ZEN 


7 Thee are bits to qubble over 
=| with Enchawah cooperation, 
but they are no problem. 


/ 
/ 


| eee ee 
WA (7 


ww 
fez W jf 
‘© 020 
eee 
/ i. 
{ 


| 


Yn a Sa ! g 


We have considered enamel 
offer of technical aid and mutual Late Rae eatetteees, 


| Ursus! Hush! 


And to prevent contamination, 
we wil require special 
communications protocols 
to make sure nothing sneaks in. 


There they are! 
I'm so sorry, Governor. | 
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| hope they didn't interfere | _ 
with your communication? 


No. | was able to get it all done. 
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Well be hearing back about when? 


They're less than a light-hour out. : 
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© would be my guess, 
| Can | take the pups? | 3 be 


‘an 
f) 
eo), 


No. Where is their Father? 
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Space Security has an 
unknown ship in-system. 
Looks like an ILR warship. 


// | \thas already deployed a screen of ACVs. 
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Quick! We've got a set 
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Yes and no. 
We dont have 
anything in position. 
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They saw the ILR ship come 
== | intoo, and were wondering 
:| — about some assistance. 
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We have an intercept mission. 
Prepare the new weapons 
for operational launch. 


Background details 

The EF page number refers to the total page count of the Erma Felna series of the many 
issues of Albedo. 

EF505 - The two Rabbits at the bottom of the page represent “Special Branch,” an 
organization that officially doesn’t exist, yet whose responsibilities include keeping the 
ILR civil population in line. 


EF506 - “ACV,” Autonomous Combat Vehicle. Taking the roles of the individual 
fighter craft, attack or reconnaissance drone, or bombardment weapon, these fusion- 
powered craft, derived from interstellar message torpedoes, are usually fitted with either a 
warhead, beam weapon, or smaller missiles as the mission requires. With on board 
Artificial Intelligence, it can manage its own tactics or coordinate with other ACVs or 
manned ships for more complex strategies. 


EF507 - Space stations are usually in the from of spinning cylinders, the inhabitants 
enjoying the appearance of gravity on the inside surfaces. The non-spinning arms of the 
station carry solar collectors and waste heat radiators as well as spaceship docking ports 
and other zero-gee facilities. 


EF508 - Space combat is usually in the form of very-high-velocity ACVs, accelerating at as 
much as 100 gees (1 Gee is approximately 10 meters per second, per second), on top of 
substantial base velocities, either directly ramming or launching beam or projectile 
weapons against their opponents. As the action can be incredibly fast, with closing 
speeds as high as thousands of kilometers per second, it is the A.l. computers on the 
ships and ACVs that actually execute the final events. The manned ships cannot 
maneuver as fast as the ACVs, but can sprint and jerk around to make themselves harder 
to hit and avoid still dangerous high-speed debris at rates of 10 gees or more. 


EF509 - Ship’s robots are the mobile hands and eyes of the ship’s computer, as well as 
having a fair amount of Al themselves. They are very flexible in their uses, obviously 
assisting the crew in emergencies, they can also take care of many routine tasks inside 
and outside of the ship, or fitted with specialized tools and/or limbs, accomplish jobs too 
hazardous or awkward for a live crewman to do. While robots can scout or do bomb 
disposal, they are not used in active combat. 


EF510 - The damage to the DH4437 includes the main medical section and the auxiliary 
control room. Losses are the ship’s Doctor Zanowah, Executive Officer Xantona, Lt. Tzen, 
Lt. Fahrona, Medical Specialist Dahbi, Medical Specialist D’forak. Operations Specialist 
Chanz suffered significant injuries. 


EF511 - “Special Branch” officers are zealots, driven by a fanatical creed of racial and 
ideological purity. Being outside normal authority, they have license to do just about 
anything in the name of their mission and then adjust the facts to fit. In this case, the 
destruction of the station will be blamed on the EDF. 


EF512 - Lt. Tankannahai’s subordinates, Chaboo, Tada, and Jeedee, are his 
“Rosenkrantz and Guildenstern”, somewhat interchangeable secondary characters. They 
started off as his mediocre classmates to contrast his independent and creative character. 
But who knows, in time, they might build up in depth. 


EF513 - All starships have removable panels all over for full access to the works. In many 
cases, the contents are noted on the panels , often with colorful lines and symbols. 


EF516 - Speciality logistics or engineering robots use the same processor cores as 
normal ship’s robots, but are attached to body frames large enough or of special design 
for the job that needs to be done. Though not shown here, there are also all kinds of 
robots in the scenario not affiliated with any ship, with enlarged Al capabilities and linked 
to the local or regional Al net, which provides computing and communications services 
system wide. 


EF517/519 - ACVs can carry atomic warheads, but usually do not, relying on their mass 
and velocity to smash into an opponent. This would allow for some chance of survival for 
the ship’s crew. However, as the war wore on and harsher measures prevailed, this would 
change. As for the size of such devices, an efficient thermonuclear device in the sub- 
megaton range would be most common. However, a simple added layer of regular 
uranium 238 around the device, driven to fission by the neutrons of thermonuclear 
fusion, can more than double the yield and create rather nasty radiological debris. This 
additional uranium, as much as several tons per weapon, can therefore be removed and 
used for other things and you would stili have a perfectly good nuke. 


EF520 - Dru is a high-strung Security and Combat Specialist. Grimly goal-oriented while 
on duty, he can become agitated and insecure in his personal space and status at other 
times. He is based on our own late Dru Clark, a nastystinkylittle terrier cross, who, in 
contrast, was. supremely self-assured regardless of those around him. Lees is the more 
temperate half of the team, based on the late Lis Nowakowska-Matthews, a perfectly nice 
though somewhat delicate Pomeranian. 


EF521 - The prisoner is an EDF Officer assigned to the ship to assist with the installation 
of advanced matter conversion weapons. However, with the now public computer 
program asserting its participation and Confed’s turn towards authoritarian policies and 
accommodation with corruption in the ranks of the EDF, Enchawah changed terms of their 
relationship. The officer objected and he is being held until the ship can drop him off 
somewhere. 


EF522 - Frieda is a Security and Battle Management Specialist, flighty and flirtatious off 
the job, still a bit of a goof even when on duty, but she gets the job done. She is based on 
the Siberian Husky Princess Freida Rangoon, a sweet old lady nowadays living in L.A. 
lllya Poulokovia is a moody Arctic Fox Weapons Specialist, inspired by a Paul Kidd 
character. 


EF523 - Itzak Arrat and his family have been long-time friends with the Felina family; he 
and Erma went to academy together, much like their fathers did before them. Itzak ran 
afoul of various political plots within Confed and had to abandon his EDF commission. He 
now works for the Enchawah Corporation, a vast interstellar organization with its own 
agendas in these times of trouble. 


EF525 - The Rim Worlds, literally as well as figuratively on the edge of known space and 
the local stellar nebula, are made up of colony worlds mostly interested in independence 
from the complications of the older inner worlds. Enchawah intends to offer military 
technical assistance, partly as a humanitarian gesture, partly in exchange for access to 
these outlaying worlds for trade, and as a possible haven for refugees if things go 
particularly bad in the war. Ursus is based on the awful Pomeranian Ursus Cecil Percy 
Clark, AKA Bear. 


